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A 10 min break before we continue!
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2. Beesu Kamsale

Section 2.1 Beesu Kamsale

20 years ago Today



• What is „Kamsale“?

• Used as an instrument for rhythmic accompaniment 

to singing and for collecting alms

• Taught verbally from one generation to another

• High level of physical strength, rhythmic accuracy and 

sense of timing required

• Starts out with a solo dancer who is joined by peers 

with the course of the music. Group size can go upto 

8 to 12 performers

• Music is based on the mythological stories of Shiva 

(Mahadeshwara)

• Mainly performed by men-folk
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Origins and tradition
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BEESU KAMSALE – A TRADITIONAL FOLK PERFORMING ART 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 

 

‘Kamsale’ & ‘Beesu Kamsale’ are folk performing arts found in & around Mysore district of 

Karnataka state in South India.  ‘Kamsale’ is folk-music art and ‘Beesu Kamsale’ is the folk-dance 

art of the ‘Devara Gudda’, who are the religious professional singers and by tradition worship 

‘Mahadeshwara’ – form of Deity Shiva in the Mahadeshwara hills, near Mysore.  

 
2.0 KAMSALE 

 
‘Kamsale’ was originally known as ‘Kaamsyataala’. It is called as ‘Birudu’ by Devaragudda. It is 

larger in size compared to any ‘Taala’, a metal musical instrument, which belong to metallic 

percussion family of instruments – like cymbals. 

 

Basically, ‘Kamsale’ rhythm instrument consists of following three special parts - refer Figure-1. 

(i) It has palm size circular convex shaped brass bowl (Battalu) held in left hand. 

(ii) A flat shaped brass top (Gari) held in right hand at length. 

(iii) Special thread inserted in the flat shaped brass top which helps the dancer to hold it firmly. 

The musical sound is produced when the upper brass top brought down to strike the lower brass 

bowl at the centre. A melodious and rhythmic sound is produced. This can be seen in the 

attached video clip of Beesu Kamsale. 

Figure-1: Kamsale - a metal percussion instrument 

 

 

Kamsale is a singing tradition, and is received, preserved, and transmitted orally from one 

generation to another.  These professional singers go around the neighbourhood and use the 

instrument for the rhythmic accompaniment to singing and for collecting alms. During receiving 

of alms, they stretch only the brass bowl and the collected alms is put into a shoulder bag. 

‘Devara Gudda’ are believed to be messenger of Deity and both the alms giver and receiver have 

a divine purpose and feel it is sacred. In the belief of Devara Gudda, ‘Kamsale’ is holy & sacred 

and not a mere instrument for singing.  



• A white/yellow dhoti

• „Rudrakshi“ neck chain

• „Vibhuti“ on the forehead

• Orange-coloured full-sleeved shirt
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Costume 
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(Kamsale Nrutya - Karnataka Tourism, 
2020)

dhoti

full-sleeved shirt

rudrakshi

kamsale
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Dance pattern
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Patterns/shapes during the performance

(Dr Uma N, 2004)
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Dance pattern
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• Starts out with a solo dancer who is joined by peers with the course of the music

• Group size can go upto 8 to 12 performers
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Dance pattern
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(Dr Uma N, 2004)

Mr. Kamsale Kumaraswamy and team
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Images provided by performers
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Dance pattern
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(Dr Uma N, 2004)

Mr. Ravi and team
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Images provided by performers

Ms. Manasa and team


