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REAMKER: INSCRIPTIONS ON TEMPLES

« An important inscription that our researchers always talk about is Veal Kontel
inscription, K.359

It shows us that Ramayana was arrived in ancient Khmer Society & Ramayana as

Laksmana and Sita.

Standing statue of Rama in Phneom Da Banteaysrey Temple, Ramayna
temple made up of muddy stone in 6 th storyline on Prasat Bapoun, Angkor Wat,
century, standing in 189cm height gives  Banteay Somrae and Bayon

evidence of Ramayana.

S

§ an offer to temples and daily Ramayana story recitation in religious place.

S

§ In PreahKhan Temple, there is an Sombo PreahKuh temple wall (7 th or
3 inscription written about 3 main 8 th century), the sculpture of the battle
% characters of Ramayana story: Rama, between Sugriva and Valin is seen
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« By 16th-17th century, Ramayana was known by Khmer people as Reamker and
it influenced literature, fortune telling, story tale, painting and specially some
- sort of worship performances.
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Stone bas relief at Banteay Srei in Cambodia
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The combat between

Vali and Sugriva
is depicted on the

western gopura.
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TEMPLE AND ARCHITECTURE

VIDEO

History of Phnom Da Temple Oldest Temple, Historical Tourism Site of
Cambodia
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hW82-XMD9TU

Suggested viewing time 00:00 to 01:30 minutes
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HISTORY OF EPIC :

« The classical literature of Cambodia comprises works composed in verse
and recorded between the 16th and mid-19th century;

- Reamker (“Honour of Rama”) is the Cambodian version of the Ramayana,
one of the great epic poems of India.

« The Cambodian version includes incidents and details not found in the
Sanskrit original written by the poet Valmiki.

- Story of Reamker extends to all Cambodian art forms, from sculpture to
dance drama and from painting to tourist art.
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« Another epic, Lpoek Angkor Vat (“The Story of Angkor Wat”), which dates
from the beginning of the 17th century, celebrates the magnificent temple
complex at Angkor and describes the bas-reliefs in the temple galleries that
portray the Rama story.
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HISTORY OF EPIC (Contnued):

« From 15th century onward, the story of Rama became an impetus in Khmer
literature, mainly in the epic genre

- The lengthy poems were composed as recitatives for the masked drama
called Khol.

* In 1900s, Ta Krud and Ta Chak were the two old men famous for their
remarkable memory and ability to narrate the whole Reamker story orally
and beautifully with gesture.

Cambodia Ramayana

- Many versions of Reamker are available in Cambodia.

- Reamker is considered as Cambodian national epic which plays significant
role in Cambodian literature
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INTRODUCTION TO EPIC

« Verse text of Rama story in the literary version of Cambodia is in two
separate compositions.

« The first composition narrates about story of contest of bow, the
banishment, the construction of bridge to Lanka, Hanuman visit to Sita and
battle upto death of Ravana'’s tenth son.

- The second composition narrates the drawing of the portrait of Ravana,
Sita’s sojourn in the forest and the events leading to her son’s discovery of
their father and Sita’s refusal to be reconciles with Rama.
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« In the scholars view the first composition must have written by more than
one poets and second composition by single poet.
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Preah Ream [presah riiam], Neang Seda [ni:an se:da], Preah Leak [preah leak], is
is the main protagonist of the female protagonist of the brother of Preah Ream
the epic. He is believed to the epic and wife of Preah and his aid to fight Krong
be the reincarnation of the  Ream. She gives birth to his Reap and rescue Neang

Hindu deity Vishnu and the  two children, but fails to Seda
husband of Neang Seda and meet happiness at the end
her of two boys. of the story. In the epic, she

the fat

&

endured the trial of fire.
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REAMKER: CHARACTERS - Mythical beings (Continued)

—

Krong Reap [kron ri:ep] or
simply Reap [ri:ap], is the
main antagonist of the story.
He is the brother of
Sopphanakha and captured
the beautiful Neang Seda to
his island of Langka.

Surpanakhar is the sister of
Krong Reap. She failed to
seduce Preah Leak and loses
her ear and nose as a
consequence.

Angkhut is the cousin of
Hanuman and son of Vali.
He helps Preah Ream fight
Krong Reap.

Hanuman, pronounced as
[ha?noma:n], is the Monkey
Warrior who helps rescues
Neang Seda. While building
the bridge connecting the
island of Langka to the
mainland, he fell madly in
love with the mermaid
Princess Sovanna Maccha.

Neang Maccha, is a
mermaid princess who tried
to spoil Hanuman's plans to
build a bridge to Langka but
fell in love with him instead
and bears his son Mudchanu
Sugriva is the Monkey King
who sent Hanuman to assist
Preah Ream.

Mahachompoo is the king
of the kingdom of Chompoo
and helps Preah Ream fight
Krong Reap to reclaim
Neang Seda with his 18
monkey army

10
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Y\/\Central Plot: Preah Ream’s Marriage, Exile to Forest, & Surpanakhar

1. Prince wins Neang Seda’s hand for marriage 5. Preah Leak, annoyed by the demon's action,
by successfully completing the Neang Seda’s cuts off her ear and nose.
father's challenge of firing arrows through a
spinning wheel with spokes.

S
S
§ 2. Preah Ream ( Rama) and Preah Leak 6. Surpanakhar thirsting for revenge went to her
g (Lakshmana) being sent into exile by one of ten-headed brother Krong Reap (Ravana),
S the queen mothers who wanted her own son invincible lord of the island of Lanka.
Qé to inherit the throne.
S
8 3. Preah Leak, the younger brother of Preah 7. Krong Reap secretly goes to the forestWhen
& Ream, is concerned about his older brother he sees Neang Seda, he was awed by her
8 and Neang Seda, joins them to the forest. divine beauty.
4. While entering the forest, they meet 8. Krong Reap transforms himself as a golden
the rakshasi Surpanakhar (Surphanakha) who deer and runs past the three of them.

first attempts to seduce Preah Ream, and then
Preah Leak.
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T\/\ Central Plot: Abduction of Neang Seda and Meeting Hanuman

1.

3.

Preah Ream realizes that the deer is not a real
deer, however, at Neang Seda's insistence
Preah Ream chases it after telling his younger
brother to stay and guard his wife.

Krong Reap then mimics Preah Ream's voice
and calls for his brother to come and save
him.

Although Preah Leak knows that it is not his
brother calling out, he is forced to go at Neang
Seda's insistence

However, before he leaves he draws a magical
circle around his brother's wife in the dirt that will
prevent anything from entering the circle.

5. Krong Reap disguises himself as an old errant

and easily tricks Neang Seda's to step outside
the circle, after which he abducts her.

6. Preah Ream and Preah Leak return and

desperately search for Neang Seda

On searching for Neang Seda, travel very long
way

During this process they assist the monkey king
Sukreep (Sugriva) to destroy his rival Pali Thirat
(Vali) and regain his throne.

Thanking the two, Sukreep sends the monkey
warrior Hanuman to aid them in their search
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Central Plot:

Hanuman, the son of the wind god, flies outto 5.

discover that the demon Krong Reap held
Neang Seda prisoner on the island of Lanka

Hanuman order his soldiers to build a bridge
of stone to connect the island Lanka to the
mainland.

While gathering stones, Hanuman realizes that 7.

mermaids were stealing stones to prevent the
construction of the bridge.

He was roused by this and decides to capture
the mermaid princess Neang Machha but falls
deeply in love with her.

6.

8.

REAMKER: STORY OF RAMA IN EPIC LITERATURE OF KHMER (Contd.)
e —

1.

Finding Neang Seda & Rescue

The mermaid likewise falls in love, and thus
her mermaid army stops stealing stones and
helps to construct the bridge

The bridge built, Preah Ream and Krong Reap
face each other in combat.

However, Krong Reap quickly regenerates
damage done to him or any body part that is
cut off.

It is not until one of Krong Reap's generals
defects and discloses the secret to slaying the
demon - an arrow in the belly button

With Hanuman's aid, they slay the demon

Preah Ream, victorious in his battles, returns
to the capital of Ayuthea and ascends the
throne
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1.

2.

Central Plot:

Preah Ream suspects infidelity as his wife was
captive of a very smart and manipulative
demon.

Trust issues between him and his wife Neang
Seda arise after his wife draws a picture of
Krong Reap at the insistence of her maid
servant.

Fearing her husband's jealousy, Neang Seda
puts the picture under the mattress when she
is unexpectedly interrupted

Krong Reap's power extends to the picture and 8.

that night spikes grow from it and poke Preah
Ream through the mattress.
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Neang Seda’s Test

5.

6.

/.

He discovers the picture and believes that it
confirms his suspicion that his wife
succumbed to Krong Reap's persistent
attempts to bed her over the years that she
was held prisoner

Preah Ream forces his wife to take the trial of
fire to prove she is still pure

Neang Seda passes the test

Neang Seda is deeply offended by her
husband's lack of trust in her and his lack of
belief in her word.

She decides to leave and find refuge

with Valmiki the wiseman, where she gives
birth to twin boys.

They met their father and he immediately
recognizes them & takes to his palace
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HIGHLIGHTS OF REAMKER:

* In the Reamker, issues of trust, loyalty, love, and revenge play out in
dramatic encounters among princes and giants, monkeys and mermaids,
and a forlorn princess.

« Though it is understood that Preah Ream is an incarnation of the Hindu god
Vishnu, his characteristics and those of the others in the story are
interpreted in Cambodia as those of mere mortals, not of the gods as is the
case in Valmiki Ramayana.
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- The complex interplay of strengths and weaknesses, though couched in
episodes lined with magic, nonetheless represents a decidedly human social
behavior.




